188 Recently published Ornithological Works. 


HYDROPHASIANUS CHIRURGUS (Scopoli). April, June, July 
(Tissa). The nest is a small shallow patch of weeds on the 
water. The young nestling is black, with a bright brown 
streak down the middle of the head and back, and another 
down each side. Iris dark brown, nearly black. 


Esacus RecuRvirostRis (Cuv.). March (to east of Tissa). 


Popicers riuviatitis (Tunst.). May (young), June. 
(Tissa). A floating nest of weeds. 


Denprocyena gavanica (Horsf.). June, July (Tissa). 
One nest in long grass, on the surface of the water, was 
cleverly domed. 


Pua@nicoprerus rosEvs (Pall.). According to natives who 
have correctly described the nest of the Flamingo, the breed- 
ing-season is early in the year, about March, in the south- 
east. | 

XENORHYNCHUs asiaticus (Lath.). Mr. Byrde, Assistant 
Government Agent at Mannar, obtained two young birds last 
year, about March, from a nest in his district. They are quite 
tame, and stalk about near his house. 


Heropras arsa (Linn.). The bill of the Great Egret is 
yellow in the breeding-season. 


HERODIAS INTERMEDIA (Wagler). The bill of this Egret 
is yellow in the breeding-season. 


XXV.—WNotices of Recent Ornithological Publications. 
[Continued from p. 98. | 


30. Adrianof on the Birds of North-western Mongolia. 


{Ocherki Severo-Zapadnoi Mongolii. G. N. Potanin. Vypusk iii. 
St. Petersburg: 1883. 8vo.] 

The above is as much as need be given of the Russian 
title of M. Potanin’s report of his travels in North- 
western Mongolia in 1879-80, through a region of large 
lakes receiving the drainage of the mountain-ranges on the 
confines of Russia and China. At pp. 241-243 is a list of 
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the species of birds, 37 in number, examples of which were 
collected by Mr. Adrianof. This list, although containing 
nothing very remarkable, forms an addition to our knowledge 
of the avifauna of that almost unexplored country. 


31. ‘The Auk 


[‘The Auk, a Quarterly Journal of Ornithology. Vol. II, No. 1. 
January 18386. | 

Nearly half the present Part is devoted to an important 
résumé of the Birds of the West Indies by Mr. C. B. Cory, so 
well known for his labours on the ornithology of the Antilles. 
Mr. Edgar A. Mearns sends notes of his observations in 
Arizona on the Zone-tailed Hawk (Buteo abbreviatus) and 
the Mexican Black Hawk (Urubitinga anthracina); Mr. 
Henshaw concludes his list of Birds observed in New 
Mexico ; and Mr. W. E. D. Scott contributes a fifth paper on 
the breeding-habits of some Arizona Birds, so that the south- 
western section of North America is receiving its fair share of 
attention. From the first instalment of an interesting paper 
by Mr. Evermann, on the Birds of Ventura County, Cali- 
fornia, we learn that not only is the Barn-Owl (Strix flam- 
meus americanus) gregarious in winter to the extent of con- 
sorting in flocks of upwards of fifty, but that it also nests in 
the holes of the barrancas in such close proximity that eleven 
nests were dug into, involving some time and labour, in a 
single day. Mr. William Brewster commences an account 
of his experiences in the western portion of North Carolina, 
a mountain-region which, with the adjacent portions of 
Georgia and South Carolina, may be said to have formed a 
terra incognita to the ornithologist, although not unvisited 
by the tourist and sportsman. Two new subspecies are dis- 
tinguished—Junco hyemalis carolinensis and Vireo solitarius 
alticola. 

Among the General Notes, a communication by Mr. W. 
A. Jeffries will be read with interest owing to its bearing 
upon the question of migration, which is now receiving so 
much attention. Mr. Jeffries’ states that at 2 p.m. on the 
8th of last May, when two days and a few hours outward- 
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bound from New York, and more than 600 miles from land, 
scattered flocks of Sandpipers were observed, all flying 
strongly, nor swerving from their course in any way, and 
in a S.E. by E. direction! ‘This, if persisted in, would have 
landed them in Africa; but perhaps the weather, which was 
somewhat foggy, may have been responsible for this erratic 
proceeding in the month of May. 


32. Barnes on the Birds of the Bombay Presidency. 


{Handbook to the Birds of the Bombay Presidency. By Lieut. H. 
Edwin Barnes, D.A.C. 8vo. Calcutta: 1885.] 

Mr. Barnes’s Handbook is a concentration into one volume 
of “ Jerdon,” or at least of such portions of it as relate 
to the Birds of the Bombay Presidency. Its object is to place 
within the reach of all the author’s fellow-workers in that part 
of India “a book that will enable them to identify any bird 
they may meet with.” This object, we think, Mr. Barnes 
has carried out successfully, although it is’ obvious that by 
following so closely the method and arrangement of a hook 
that was published so many years ago he has, in many cases, 
sacrificed correctness to convenience. Mr. Barnes bas been 
a careful observer of bird-life during his twenty years’ re- 
sidence in India, and his notes on this branch of his subject 
may be confidently relied upon. 


33. Beckham on some Kentucky Birds. 


[List of the Birds of Nelson County. By Charles Wickliffe Beckham. 
Kentucky Geol. Surv. September 1885. ] 

In 1883 Mr. Beckham published a list of the birds of 
Nelson County, Kentucky, in the Journal of the Cincinnati 
Society of Natural History. Upon this is based the present 
paper, which has been prepared to accompany a report on 
the geology of the district. The list contains the names of 
171 species. The accompanying observations were mostly 
made in the vicinity of Bardstown, which is situated “ just 
on the western limit of the ‘ Blue-grass Region,’ forty miles 
south-east of Louisville.” 
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34. Blomefield’s ‘ Reminiscences of Selby.’ 


[Reminiscences of Prideaux John Selby, and Twizell House; also 
brief notices of other North-country Naturalists. By Leonard Blome- 
field (late Jenyns). 8vo. Bath: 1885. (For private circulation.) | 

We have already noticed (Ibis, 1885, p. 441) the ‘ Re- 
miniscences of Yarrell’ by the veteran Mr. Blomefield, and 
we have now before us a similar but more extensive pamphlet 
containing his experiences of Selby and others. The author 
paid four visits to Twizell, making several excursions with 
Selby in the neighbouring part of Northumberland, on one 
of which he was present at the third anniversary of the Ber- 
wickshire Naturalists’ Club, the first of those associations 
for observations in the field which have since increased in 
number, and have, in an unpretending manner, fostered an 
interest in natural history. Selby’s fine collection of birds 
remains at T'wizell House, the property of Selby’s third 
daughter, Lady Tancred ; but at one time it was found to be 
in a sadly neglected state, and although Mr. Blomefield has 
been told that its preservation for the future has been 
assured, he remarks regretfully that the place is no longer 
to be thought of in connection with naturalists and natural- 
history pursuits. 


85. Booth on British Birds. 


[Rough Notes on the Birds observed during Twenty Years’ Shooting 
and Collecting in the British Islands. By E. T. Booth. With Plates 
from Drawings by E. Neale, taken from specimens in the Authors 
possession. Parts V.-IX. Folio. London: 1883--85.] 


We have unavoidably allowed several of these numbers 
to remain unnoticed, and now we can only enumerate 
those species which are regarded by the author as of 
sufficient importance to be figured. Part V. contains two 
plates of the Red-breasted Merganser, adults and young, 
and six excellent illustrations of the successive stages of 
plumage in the Gannet. In Part VI. we see Mr. Neale at 
his best in his delineations of Ptarmigan (3 plates), com- 
pared with which the 4 plates of the Arctic Skua seem 
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somewhat flat. In Part VII. he is again very happy in his 
3 plates of the Hider, and the 2 of the Goosander, the young 
of which just emerging from the downy stage have never, 
we believe, been figured before—certainly never so well. 
The phases of plumage in the Pomatorhine Skua are in- 
teresting. Part VIII. contains Montagu’s Harrier (2 
plates), Woodcock (2 plates), and 1 plate each of the 
Whooper, Pochard, Goldeneye, and Long-tailed Skua. In 
Part IX. 3 plates are devoted to the Shoveller, and 1 each > 
to the Dotterel, Black-tailed Godwit, Great Crested Grebe, 
Great Black-backed Gull, and Fulmar. The letterpress 
relating to these and to many other species is excellent. 


36. Canadian Record of Science. 


[The Canadian Record of Science, including the Proceedings of the 
Natural History Society of Montreal, and replacing the Canadian Natu- 
ralist. Vol. I. Nos. 2-4. ] 

It could hardly be expected that a journal of this kind 
would contain much ornithological matter, but we observe 
an article in No. 4, by Mr. C. N. Bell, which gives an in- 
teresting account of the “Dance of the Prairie Chicken” 
(Pediceecetes phasianellus). 


37. Cory’s New List of West-Indian Birds. 


[A List of the Birds of the West Indies, including the Bahama Islands 
and the Greater and Lesser Antilles, excepting the Islands of Tobago 
and Trinidad. By Charles B. Cory. Revised Edition. 4to. Boston, 
U.S.A.: 1886. ] 

This is a new and revised edition of the useful list of West- 
Indian Birds, of which we have spoken in last year’s volume 
(Ibis, 1885, p. 443). The names are arranged in systematic 
order, and the localities only are added. A few additional 
tables showing the species peculiar to each individual island 
would have increased the usefulness of the work. 


88. Dalgleish on the Birds of Culross and Tulhallan. 


[List of the Birds of Culross and Tulliallan. By John J. Dalgleish. 
Forming the Appendix to ‘Culross and Tulliallan; or, Perthshire on 
Forth: its History, Antiquities,” &c. By David Beveridge, 8yo. 
Edinburgh: 1886. ] 
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The natural features of the above district, including the 
opposite shores of the Firth of Forth, present considerable 
variety, which will account for the number of species (152) 
mentioned in the list. The author’s observations extend 
over more than thirty years, and are supplemented by notes 
on the Waders and Water-fowl of the Firth by Mr. Harvie- 
Brown. The remark implying that the breeding-range of the 
Stock Dove in Scotland was not known to extend beyond 
Dunkeld, was probably written nearly two years ago, and 
Mr. Dalgleish is doubtless by this time well aware that the 
bird nests in the rabbit-warrens near Nairn and Forres on 
the sandy shores of the Moray Firth. 


39. Des Murs on European Birds. 

[Musée Ornithologique Illustré.—l. Les Oiseaux de Rivage et de 
Terre; 2. Les Oiseaux d'Eau :—Classification, Synonymie, Description, 
Moeurs des Oiseaux d'Europe : leurs Œufs, leurs Nids. Par O. Des Murs. 
2 vols. Royal 8vo. Paris: 1886.] 

These two imposing volumes are illustrated by 145 “ chro- 
motypographies,” taken, with scarcely an exception, from the 
illustrations to Morris’s ‘ British Birds’ and the ‘ Nests and 
Eggs of British Birds, and Bree’s ‘ Birds of Europe not 
observed in the British Islands.’ We have seldom seen 
appropriation accompanied by so many blunders in the 
taking. The brown egg of the Common Bittern is attri- 
buted to the Little Bittern, and vice vers@; the pale blue egg 
of the Night-Heron is given to the Spoonbill, while the 
egg of the latter is placed under the Glossy Ibis; the eggs 
of the Curlew and the Whimbrel are transposed, as are those 
of the Greenshank and the Dusky Redshank, and so on ad 
infinitum. The letterpress is in no respect an advance upon 
Degland and Gerbe’s ‘Oiseaux d'Europe, published nearly 
twenty years ago. We are unfeignedly grieved to sce such 
a book associated with the name of the author of the 
‘Oologie,’? a work in which an attempt was made to classify 
birds by their eggs. 


40. Finsch and Meyer on new Paradise-birds. 


[Vögel von Neu Guinea, zumeist aus der Alpenregion am Siidustab- 
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hange des Owen Stanley-Gebirges (Hufeisengebirge, 7000-8000' hoch), 
gesammelt von Karl Hunstein, bearbeitet von O. Finsch und A. B, 
Meyer. I. Paradiseidæ. Zeitsch. f. d. gesamm. Ornith. 1885, p. 369.] 

Of this very interesting paper we are, with the kind per- 
mission of the authors and Dr. J. v. Madarász, preparing 
a translation, which will appear in our next number. Mean- 
while we may state that the new species described are :— 
Phonygama purpureo-violacea, Astrarchia stephanie, Epima- 
chus meyert, Paradisea finschti, Paradisornis rudolphi, and 
Diphyllodes hunsteini. Of these, the first two and last two 
are figured, as is also the splendid male of Amblyornis sub- 
alaris, Sharpe. 


41. Gigholt and Manzella on Italian Birds. 


[Iconografia dell’ Avifauna Italica, ovvero Tavole illustranti le 
specie di Uccelli che trovansi in Italia, con brevi descrizioni e note. 
Testo del Dott. Enrico Hillyer Giglioli. Tavole di Alberto Manzella. 
Fasc. XIX.-XXVIT. Folio. Prato: 1882-84.] 


The above parts of this work have reached us since our 
last notice of it (Ibis, 1883, p. 378). The letterpress con- 
tinues to be all that might be expected from its author, and 
amongst the rarer species we notice the description and 
figure of the specimen of Querquedula formosa obtained, 
for the first time in Italy (near Modena), in January 1882. 


42. Gould’s © Birds of New Guinea.’ 


[The Birds of New Guinea and the adjacent Papuan Islands, including 
any new Species that may be discovered in Australia. By [the late | 
John Gould, F.R.S. &e. Part XX. Folio. London: 1885. ] 

The twentieth Part of this great work, with the letter- 
press, as before, by Mr. R. B. Sharpe, contains illustrations 
by W. Hart of the following species :— 


Paradisea decora. Euthyrhynchus fulvigula. 
Cacatua triton. griseigula. 
ophthalmica. Rectes leucorhynchus. 
Cidistoma pygmæum. cerviniventris. 
Ptilotis albonotata. Calornis gularis. 
Rhamphocharis crassirostris. Stigmatops chloris. 


Euthyrhynchus flavigula, 
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The Grey-chested Paradise-bird is, it will be remembered, 
the magnificent species discovered by Mr. A. Goldie in the 
D’Entrecasteaux Islands, and first figured in this Journal 
for 1883, pl. vii. 


43. Lawrence on Birds from Yucatan. 
[Description of a new Species of Bird of the Genus Lngyptila, with 


Notes on two Yucatan Birds. By George N. Lawrence. Ann. N. Y. 
Acad. Sci. iv. p. 271.) 


Mr. Lawrence describes a new Pigeon, from a specimen 
obtained by Mr. G. F. Gaumer in Yucatan, as Engyptila 
vinaceifulva, and states that it “ does not resemble any other 
member of the genus.” Mr. Lawrence takes this opportunity 
to vindicate the claims of his Leptoptila fulviventris, from the 
same country, to rank as a good species: Mr. Salvin (P. Z. S. 
18838, p. 434) could not distinguish it from Leptoptila albi- 
frons. Mr. Lawrence also gives further details concerning 
his Chetura gaumeri, from three additional specimens received 
from Mr. Gaumer. 


44. Murdoch on the Birds of Point Barrow. 


[Report of the Expedition to Point Barrow, Alaska. By Lieut. P. H. 
Ray, U.S. Army. Birds by John Murdoch, A.M., Sergeant Signal Corps, 
U.S. Army, pp. 104-128 and 200. 4to. Washington: 1885. ] 

This report contains details of exceptional interest re- 
specting the birds observed at the most north-western 
American Station, situated on the Arctic Sea in 71° 23’ lat. 
N., and 156° 40’ long. W. It is an Eskimo settlement, 
discovered during the voyage of H.M.S. ‘ Blossom? in 1826, 
visited by Capts. Dease and Simpson of the Hudson’s Bay 
Company’s service, who determined the coast-line from the 
mouth of the Mackenzie River to Bering Sea, and was also 
the winter-quarters of H.M.S. ‘ Plover’ in 1852-1854; but, 
with the exception of a note by the late Dr. Adams (P. Z.S. 
1859, p. 130), little was known of its fauna. Nearly all the 
birds and eggs collected by the American Expedition during 
their stay, from the autumn of 1881 to that of 1883, were 
obtained within a circle of fifteen miles from the station, in 
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a country which is described as a slightly rolling “ tundra” 
studded with lakes and ponds; and although the species are 
little more than fifty in number, several are worthy of 
special notice. Among the latter is one of the group of 
Great Northern Falcons, bearing the somewhat cumbrous 
name of Hierofalco gyrfalco sacer, Ridgw.; and the breed- 
ing-habits and nest of the Pectoral Sandpiper (Tringa macu- 
lata) are now fully described by the finder of the eggs, one of 
which has been figured in Mr. Seebohm’s ‘ British Birds’ 
(pl. 68), from a specimen lent by the Smithsonian Institu- 
tion. The Buff-breasted Sandpiper (Tryngites rufescens) 
was also abundant from the early part of June, depo- 
siting its eggs on the higher and drier parts of the tundra, 
and never in the lower marshy portions. The most 
abundant bird was the King Eider (Somateria spectabilis), 
flights of thousands passing still further northwards from 
the latter part of April, comparatively few remaining to 
breed in the vicinity of the settlement; and on the return- 
migration in autumn the numbers were not nearly so great. 
Most interesting of all, however, is the description of Ross’s 
Gull (Rhodostethia rosea), with two coloured plates illus- 
trating two stages of plumage in this once rare bird, far 
more specimens of which were obtained at Point Barrow 
than previously existed in all the museums and collections 
put together. None were obtained in spring; but in 
September and October large flights, consisting principally of 
birds of that same year, approached the shore from the south- 
west, travelling in a north-easterly direction. Nor were any 
seen to return; but the supposition is that they retrace their 
course, when out of sight of land, on mecting the pack-ice, 
on the edge of which they pass the winter ; and it is sug- 
gested that one of their breeding-grounds may be on some 
undiscovered land north of Wrangel Island. The captain 
of a whaler, considered to be a trustworthy witness, who re- 
ported having seen large numbers over loose ice north-west 
of Cape Hope (say in about 69° N. lat.) on June 10th, 
1883, was probably not far from some land where they would 
breed. With the return of the expedition the chance of 
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obtaining thoroughly identified eggs and young in down 
is indefinitely postponed ; for although two fine adults (one of 
them now in Mr. Seebohm’s possession) appear to have been 
obtained last summer near Disco, in Greenland, further 
information is wanted as to the egg said to have been taken 
with them. At p. 200 of this interesting report, of which 
we have only given a brief abstract, is a list of a few birds 
observed at Plover Bay, Hastern Siberia. 


45. Menzbier on the Posthumous Works of Severtzoff. 


[Œuvres Posthumes de M. le Dr. N. A. Sewertzow, publiées par Ia 
Société Impériale des Naturalistes de Moscou, rédigées par M. M. Menz- 
bier. I. Zwei neu oder mangelhaft bekannte russische Jagdfalken. 
JI. Etudes sur les variations d'âge des Aquilinés paléarctiques et leur 
valeur taxonomique. Nouv. Mém. Soc. Imp. d. Nat. d. Moscou, tome 
xv. livr. 3 (1885).] 


In the former of these two articles the group of the Great 
Northern Falcons is discussed by the late Professor whose 
name we retain in the orthography familiar to our readers. 
The single specimen from Bering * Island, on which is based 
the Hierofalco grebnitzkii, sp. n., to judge by the pretty figure 
and description, does not seem to depart very materially 
from the form which is usually known to European orni- 
thologists as Falco islandus ; and so thinks Dr. Stejneger, 
who himself obtained four examples of the Bering Island 
Grey Falcon, besides a fifth received from Mr. Grebnitzky, 
though, in accordance with the view before announced (Auk, 
1885, p. 187), Dr. Stejneger names it F. rusticolus, con- 
sidering F. islandus to be that which in this quarter of the 
globe has usually been called F. candicans or grenlandicus. 
The second supposed new species, Hierofalco uralensis, has 
already been noticed in these pages (Ibis, 1883, p. 105). 
We should doubt its being more than a local form of F., gyr- 


* Mr. Menzbier continues the cacography “ Behring,” notwithstanding 
proof that the navigators name was Bering, as may be seen in Mr. Elliot’s 
‘Fur Seals of Alaska’ and other works of authority. But it is probably 
“Behring” auctorum plurimorum, and those who choose to folow a 
multitude to do evil will continue to misspell it. 
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falco, but generally paler in colour. As an immature ex- 
ample was formerly figured, it 1s a pity that we have not now 
in addition the representation of an adult. As regards the 
second paper, it is only the commencement of a treatise 
which will not be finished until this year. After that, per- 
haps, Mr. J. H. Gurney will give us the benefit of his 
views upon the entire subject, which is a somewhat wide one. 
Severtzoff’s ‘Ornithologie de Turkestan’ will, we are told, 
form a separate volume. 


46. ‘ The Naturalist.’ 


(‘The Naturalist:’ a Journal of Natural History for the North of 
England. Edited by W. D. Roebuck and W. E. Clarke. Nos, 116-128.] 


We are glad to see, in Nos. 117 and 118, the continuation 
and conclusion of the useful bibhography of papers for 1884, 
relating to the Birds of the North of England, to which we 
have already drawn attention (Ibis, 1885, p. 230), while 
interesting communications from various well-known orni- 
thologists are not wanting. Messrs. Clarke and Cordeaux 
keep us informed as to the arrivals and migrations on the 
east coast; Mr. J. Backhouse, jun., sends notes on the Birds 
of Upper Teesdale; Mr. Alfred C. Chapman contributes 
some interesting experiences of the Northumberland coast 
birds; and Mr. Armistead treats of those of the Solway 
district. Mr. Southwell states that a previously unre- 
corded specimen of the Whiskered Tern (Hydrochelidon 
hybrida), formerly in the collection of the late Mr. Rising, 
of Horsey, near Yarmouth, was obtained in 1842 at Hornby 
Castle, on the Swale, in Yorkshire, probably the most 
northern occurrence of this species. A note by Mr. Archer, 
on a Spotted Hagle killed on 31st October last, in Nor- 
thumberland, is followed by an article by Mr. J. H. Gurney, 
on the two races or subspecies of Spotted Eagle found in 
Europe, the Northumberland example being referred to the 
larger form, known as Aquila clanga. Many of the minor 
notes are interesting, and ‘The Naturalist’ shows no signs 
of flagging. 
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47. Newton’s Memoir of the late John Scales. 


[Memoir of the late John Scales. By Alfred Newton, M.A., F.R.S, 
Trans. Norfolk and Norwich Nat. Soc. vol. iv. p. 81.] 


Ornithologists, especially those of Norfolk, are much 
indebted to Professor Newton for this interesting memoir of 
a naturalist who was of an Hast-Anglian family, although 
actually born in Yorkshire. The early life of John Scales 
was decidedly eventful; for, strange as it may appear, a man 
with whom some of our readers were well acquainted was 
captured as a lad by a French cruiser on a voyage from 
Hull to London, and detained in France until ransomed by 
his father! In 1812 his assistance was required in the 
management of the large farm and warren of Beachamwell ; 
and thenceforth his name became associated with Nor- 
folk, especially, as readers of Stevenson’s ‘ Birds of Norfolk ’ 
will remember, as regards the Great Bustard. He made 
several excursions to the continent, however, on one of 
which he obtained the richly marked Great Auk’s egg which 
was the gem of his oological collection; he also visited 
Switzerland, and Valkenswaard, the head-quarters of 
falconry, in Dutch Brabant. Unfortunately his collec- 
tions, papers, and correspondence were destroyed by a fire 
more than twenty years ago; and as Scales seldom com- 
municated the results of his researches to any of the maga- 
zines of natural history, there is every reason to be thankful 
to Professor Newton for the fragmentary remains which have 
been preserved. The longest and most interesting letters 
are those addressed to the writer of the Memoir, princi- 
pally about the Great Bustard; but there are many notes 
on other species. For instance, writing in May 1856, Scales 
says that he never knew of the Woodlark breeding in Nor- 
folk, nor did he ever see one in his part of the county, and 
he was inclined to think that it was a new comer; in which 
he agreed with Professor Newton, whose subsequent ex- 
perience has been that, although local, the species is not 
uncommon, and breeds annually in some parts of the above 
county and of Suffolk. Scales left Norfolk in 1842, and in 
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1844 was elected the first Principal of the Royal Agricultural 
College at Cirencester, subsequently undertaking the manage- 
ment of some estates in Ireland, where he continued his 
natural-history pursuits; but his collections, books, and 
papers were lost through a fire at Cork. He died at 
Brighton on 25th September, 1884, in his ninety-first year. 


48. Olphe-Galliard on the Birds of Western Europe. 

[Contributions à la Faune Ornithologique de l'Europe Occidentale. 
Par Léon Olphe-Galliard. Fasc. xxxiii, Mars 1885; Fasc. v., Juin 
1885. 8vo. Bayonne. | 

The first Part of this work (cf. ‘Ibis,’ 1885, p.231) could not 
well avoid its title; but it will be observed that in the subse- 
quent issues the numeration is as far as- possible from being 
consecutive. We have hitherto deferred our notices of the 
above two Parts, in the hope that some more would have 
appeared to fill up the gaps, but none have reached us, nor 
do we think that any others have been published. The former 
of the two now before us treats of the Ploceide, “ an African 
family, with the exception of the Sparrows, which are their 
representatives in Europe.” The latter Part in date of issue 
contains Family V., Cygnide; the author adopting Wagler’s 
genus Olor for the Cygnus musicus &c. group, but advocating 
the orthography Holor, in which we do not think he will have 
many followers. 


49. Palacky on the Distribution of Birds. 

[Die Verbreitung der Vogel auf der Erde. Monographie von Dr, 
Johann Palacky. 8vo. Wien: 1885.] 

After some preliminary remarks, the author takes Gray’s 
‘ Hand-list and reviews the distributions of the 11,162 
species therein mentioned in 70 different groups. In a 
second section Dr. Palacky treats of his subject geographi- 
cally, and divides the world ornithologically into four prin- 
cipal divisions (America, the Palzearctic Region, Africa, 
Australia), with a number of subdivisions to each. The 
treatise appears to us to be rather that of a compiler than 
of one drawing his conclusions from original work ; but 
this is, perhaps, a necessity of the case. 
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50. Sharpe and Wyatt on the Hirundinide. 


[A Monograph of the Hirundinide, or Family of Swallows. By R. 
Bowdler Sharpe and Claude W. Wyatt. Part II. December, 1885. 
London: Sotheran & Co. ] 

The second number of this Monograph, which appears to 
be quite up to the standard of its predecessor, contains 
figures and descriptions of Hirundo senegalensis, H. ethiopica, 
H. domicella, Chelidon dasypus, Cotile fuligula; a figure 
of the young of Chelidon urbica; and the description only 
of Hirundo gordoni, which is regarded as merely a small race 
and West-African representative of H. semirufa. 


D1. Smithsonian Report for 1883. 


[Annual Report of the Board of Regents of the Smithsonian Institu- 
tion, showing the Operations, Expenditures, and Condition of the Insti- 
tution for the year 1883. Washington: 1885. |] 

The ‘Report of the Smithsonian Institution for 18837 
contains (pp. 220-225) Mr. Ridgway’s Report on the De- 
partment of Birds of the National Museum of the U.S. The 
total number of specimens entered on the Museum Register 
during that year was 3631. Among these most important 
accessions are specified. ‘The account of the “ explorations ” 
(p. 11 e¢ seg.) will also be read with interest, as likewise 
Prof. Gill’s record of the progress of Zoology in 1883. It 
seems a great pity that, owing, we believe, to official exigen- 
cies, the Smithsonian Reports cannot be rendered available 
to the world in general at an earlier date. ‘Thus we do not 
receive the Report for 1883 until the end of 1385. 


52. Stejneger on the Birds of the Commander Islands and 
Kamtschatka. 
~ [Results of Ornithological Explorations in the Commander Islands and 
in Kamtschatka. By Leonhard Stejneger. Bull. U.S. Nat. Mus. no. 29. 
1885.] 

This is the official report of Mr. Stejneger’s ornithological 
observations in the Commander Islands and Kamtschatka, 
during his expedition of 1882-83, of which we have already 
spoken (see ‘ Ibis; 1885, p. 116). It contains (1) a review of 
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thespecies of birds collected or observed inthese two localities ; 
(2) a synopsis of Kamtschatkan birds; and (3) the author’s 
“ conclusions ”’—three essays which are certainly worthy 
of careful attention. The species collected or observed in the 
Commander Islands and Kamtschatka by Mr. Stejneger were 
140 in number, of which 35 were Passeres. Full details are 
given of the synonymy and nomenclature of each of them, 
besides an account of their habits and method of occurrence 
in the districts spoken of. We fear, however, that some con- 
sternation will be caused on this side of the Atlantic by the 
names employed in certain cases. These names are stated 
to have been arrived at on the principles laid down by the 
American Ornithologists’ Union, and, as the author candidly 
admits, will be found to deviate “ not inconsiderably ” from 
those usually adopted*. Very full and interesting accounts 
are given of the Auks and Puffins of the Northern Pacific 
and their curious seasonal changes, which are illustrated by 
several coloured plates. “ Charitonetta’’ is proposed as a 
new generic name for Anas albeola, Linn. 

In the Synopsis of Kamtschatkan Birds, which forms part 
ui, of the volume, 186 species are included, and two more are 
added in an Appendix, on Dybowski’s authority. 

In the “ conclusions ” the general facies of the avifauna of 
this part of the world is discussed; and it is shown that the 
Ornis of the Commander Islands is chiefly Kamtschatkan, 
“since only 11 species have been taken in them which do 
not belong to the Kamtschatkan fauna.” 


53. Taczanowski’s Ornithology of Peru. 


[Ornithologie du Pérou. Par Ladislas Taczanowski. Tome troisiéme. 
Rennes: 1836. | 


Our congratulations are due to M. Taczanowski on the 


* As the author is a stickler for correct names, it may be remarked 
that “ Eniconetta”’ (p. 170) shoula be written “ Heniconetta,” the deriva- 
tion being évıxós, singular, and that “ Somateria v-nigra ” (op. cit. p. 173) 
was properly altered by Bonaparte to S. v-nigrum, as the adjective 
should agree with the neuter “v,” not with the feminine “ Soma- 
teria.” Again, the generic term “ Aythya,” if used, should be trans- 
literated “ Adthyia,” from the Greek at@ua. 
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issue of his third and concluding volume of the ‘ Ornithology 
of Peru? No such important work upon the birds of the 
Neotropical Region has appeared since Pelzeln’s ‘ Ornithology 
of Brazil. We have here the results of the various expedi- 
tions of MM. Jelski and Stolzmann, collected in a uniform 
shape, and combined with those of the many other authors 
who have treated of Peruvian ornithology. 

The number of species to be attributed to the avifauna of 
Peru, according to M. Taczanowski’s researches, is 1349, 
which, though large when we consider the extent and variety 
of elevation of the country, is not greater than we might 
have expected. On turning to the excellent map prepared 
by M. Stolzmann which accompanies the third volume, and 
in which the principal localities where collections have been 
made are indicated, it will be at once manifest how large a 
part of Peru still remains ornithologically unexplored. There 
can be no doubt therefore that in the remote Andean valleys 
rich harvests still remain for future collectors. The follow- 
ing species appear to be described as new in the present 
volume :—Picumnus punctifrons, Chrysoptilus punctipectus, 
Chamepetes tschudii, Crypturus rubripes, Nothoprocta god- 
mant, and Rallus peruvianus. 


XXVI.— Letters, Announcements, &c. 


We have received the following letters addressed to the 
Editors of‘ The Ibis :— 


Shoreham, Ootacamund, 
January 27th, 1886. 


Srrs,—I have just returned from a trip to Southern 
Travancore, and I hope very shortly to send you a paper on 
the birds which I collected there, as well as on a collection 
made, in September 1884, on the Anamullai Hills. 

When in Trivandrum (the capital of Travancore), I was 
asked to go through the collection of birds in the museum 
there, and in doing so I came across two specimens of a 
Laughing-Thrush and two specimens of a Blackbird. The 


